ANNUAL  REPORT 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  TIIK 

ARNOLD  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1912, 

TOftETHER  WITH  'ITIT: 

Report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


Arnoli),  NfAiiCH  27th,  1918. 

To  THE  Arnold  Lrran  District  Cohncil. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Sixteentb  Annnal  Reiiort. 

The  year  1912  has  been  a comparatively  uneventful  one  so  far 
as  the  general  health  of  the  district  is  concerned.  The  most  note- 
worthy features  of  the  year  were  the  small  amount  of  sickness,  the 
absence  of  serious  epidemics,  the  low  death  and  birth  rates,  and  the 
great  reduction  in  the  infant  mortality.  The  year  1912  came  in  with 
very  mild  weather  and  without  those  extremes  of  temperature  which  we 
often  get  in  this  country,  consequently  there  was  very  little  illness  due 
to  climatic  conditions,  and  the  death  rate  was  comparatively  low. 

Intiuenza  and  Whooping  Cough  were  somewhat  prevalent  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year,  but  there  was  no  widespread  epidemic.  Measles 
became  epidemic  in  May  and  necessitated  the  closure  of  the  Infants’ 
Schools  for  a long  period. 
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There  is  little  to  remark  on  in  a general  way  for  the  i-est  of  the  year 
except  that  the  Summer  was  extremely  wet  and  cold,  which  doubtless 
assisted  in  keeping  our  infant  mortality  I'ate  low  ; the  closing  months  of 
the  year  were  noteworthy  for  the  general  mildness  of  the  w’eather  and  for 
the  remarkable  freedom  from  illness  in  the  district. 

Infectious  diseases  were  distributed  fairly  evenly  throughout  the 

year. 

I wdll  now’  ask  you  to  consider  the 

Vital  Statistics. 

I.  — Poimlaiion. — At  the  end  of  .Tune  I estimated  it  at  11,646,  which 
is  an  increase  of  489  on  the  previous  year.  The  natural  increase  by 
excess  of  births  over  deaths  was  157,  there  having  been  2H9  births  and 
182  deaths  registered,  leaving  282  to  he  accounted  for  by  immigration 
into  the  district.  This  rather  large  increase  is  accounted  for  to  a great 
extent  by  the  development  of  the  Breck  Hill  Estate.  1 think  that 
trade  and  work  have  been  about  the  same  as  in  previous  years  and 
consequently  there  has  been  no  great  increase  of  inhaiiitants  in  Arnold 
and  Daybrook. 

This  estinicated  population  was  arrived  at  by  ascertaining  the 
number  of  inhabited  houses  on  the  rate  book,  kindly  supplied  to  me 
by  i\Ir.  Askew,  and  by  taking  the  number  of  persons  per  house  found 
at  the  last  Census.  The  total  number  of  occupied  houses  at  the  end 
of  .Tune  was  2, .588,  and  the  number  of  persons  per  house  4-5. 

The  estimation  of  the  population  is  important  for  most  of  the 
Vital  Statistics  are  based  on  it.  This  method  of  calculation  might  at 
first  sight  seem  to  be  infallible,  but  it  is  often  erroneous,  as  the 
inhabitants  of  a house  constantly  vary,  especially  in  a working  class 
district ; in  times  of  good  trade  they  usually  increase,  and  in  bad 
times  and  w’hen  rapid  building  has  been  going  on  in  the  district  they 
usuall,y  decrease  ; however,  the  Census  has  been  taken  so  recently  that 
for  the  next  year  or  two  at  any  rate  the  figures  wdll  be  approximately 
correct. 

II.  — Dcnths. — There  were  120  deaths  registered  in  the  district 
during  the  year — 66  males  and  54  females — resulting  in  a death  rate 
of  10-8  per  1,000.  This  is  the  gross  death  rate,  and  the  transferable 
deaths  have  to  be  taken  into  consideration.  Transferable  deaths  are 
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the  deaths  of  persons  who,  having  a fixed  or  usual  residence  in 
England  or  'Wales,  die  in  a district  other  than  that  in  which  they 
resided.  Previously  only  deaths  taking  place  in  Public  Institutions 
came  under  this  heading.  The  nett  deaths  are  obtained  by  subtracting 
the  number  of  deaths  of  persons  dying  in  the  district,  but  who 
usually  lived  outside,  and  by  adding  the  number  of  deaths  of  residents 
who  have  died  elsewhere.  The  first  of  these  classes  is  obtained  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  from  the  returns  made  to  him  by  the 
local  Registrar,  the  second  through  the  County  Medical  Officer,  who 
has  quarterly  returns  sent  to  him  by  the  Registrar  General,  and  he 
in  turn  distributes  them  to  the  different  districts. 

There  are  2 deaths  to  be  .deducted,  and  I have  received  particulars 
of  14  deaths — 10  males  and  4 females — from  the  County  Medical 
Officer  which  have  to  be  added  to  those  registered  in  the  district ; 
therefore  the  nett  deaths  are  182 — 76  males  and  56  females — and  the 
nett  death  rate  11-88. 

These  transferable  deaths  occurred  as  follows : — 

10  in  the  Basford  Workhouse. 

1 in  a Private  Nursing  Home. 

1 in  the  P>asford  Sanatorium. 

1 ,,  Children’s  Hospital. 

1 ,,  Notts.  County  Asylum. 

The  death  rate,  both  gross  and  nett,  is  the  lowest  recorded  in 
the  reports  in  my  possession,  and  which  date  from  1886. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  quote  the  death  rates  for  the  months: — 


■January 

...  15-77 

-Jnly 

6-25 

February 

8-11 

August 

. 10-04 

March 

...  9-27 

September  . . 

7-1 

April  ... 

...  11-13 

October 

8.93 

May  . . . 

...  13-91 

November  .. 

. 11-16 

•June  ... 

...  11-59 

December  . . 

8-03 

The  following  is  the  Registrar-General’s  return  for  1912  : — 

Crude.  Corrected. 


England  and  Wales  ... 

13-8 

13-3 

95  great  towns 

13-8 

14-6 

146  smaller  towns 

12-4 

13-0 

England  and  Wales  less  the  241  towns 

12-9 

12-1 

London...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

18-6 

14-3 

A 


Of  the  1H2  deaths; — 

2()  were  under  1 year  of  age. 

()  were  between  1 — 2 years  of  age. 
If)  „ 2— .j 

d ,,  d — Id  „ 

2 „ lo— 2.) 

14  „ 25-4.4 

2()  ,,  Id — ().)  ,, 

:47  were  over  Go  ,, 


The  diseases  causing  the  chief  mortality  were : — 


]4ronchitis 
Pneumonia 
Premature  Pirth,  etc. 
Cancer  ... 

]\Ieasles  ... 


IG 

1.4 

12 


s 


Six  inquests  were  helil. 


Age  Mortality. 


Table  III  shows  the  ages  at  which  the  deatlis  occurred,  and 
also  the  causes  of  death,  classified  and  arranged.  The  following  is 
the  percentage  of  deaths  at  different  ages  ; — 


Over  6d 


year 

2()  deaths 

19G9 

1 — 5 years 

22 

IG-GG 

d — Id  ,, 

d ,, 

3-8G 

1.4 — 45  ,, 

IG  „ 

12-12 

Id — Gd  ,, 

2G  „ 

19-G9 

37  „ 

27-27 

Seasonal  Mortality. 


:47  deaths  occurred  in  the  1st  quarter,  or  27‘27  per  cent, 
to  „ „ 2nd  „ 80';4 


24 


3rd  „ 18-93 


30 


4 th  ,,  22-72 


Infant  Mortality. 


'I’here  were  2G  deaths  of  Infants  under  12  months  of  age,  which 
means  a death  rate  of  89  per  1,0  )0  nett  l)irths, 


o 


The  causes  of  these  deaths  were : — 
rremature  Ihrth... 
Marasmus  . 

Bronchitis 
Biarrluca  ... 
iMeasles 
Convulsions 
Whooping  Cough 
I’nclassihed 


fi 

G 


2 

2 

1 

1 


The  following,  from  the  County  Medical  Officer’s  Report  for  1911, 
is  an  interesting  table  of  the  infantile  death  rates  of  surrounding 
districts  for  that  year;  — 


iMansheld  M’oodhouse 

Bastwood 

Sutton -in- Ashfield 

Bast  Retford  ... 

lluthwaite 

Arnold  ... 

Mansfield 
Kirkby-in- Ash  field 
llucknall  Torkard 
M'arsop ... 

Carlton  ... 

M’est  Bridgford 

Worksoji 

Beeston... 


201 

16H 

1G8 

162 

151 

l:iH 

187 

182 

129 

121 

112 

110 

100 

9H 


Avertige  of  Urban  Districts  137. 


The  following  is  the  Registrar-General’s  return  for  1912:  — 


Bngland  and  M'ales  ...  ...  ...  95 

95  great  towns  ...  ...  ...  ...  101 

116  smaller  towns  ...  ...  ...  99 

England  and  ^Yales,  less  the  211  towns  06 
London  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  90 


It  is  most  gratifying  to  state  that  the  Infant  iMortality  Rate 
of  o9  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  this  district,  the  previous  lowest 
being  122  in  lo91,  and  the  highest  251  in  lfS97.  The  cold  wet 
Summer  was  no  doubt  conducive  to  a low  mortality,  but  this  fact 
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alone  cannoc  account  altogether  for  the  very  large  reduction,  for  in 
1910,  which  was  also  cold  and  damp,  the  mortality  was  138. 

There  have  been  two  other  causes,  in  my  opinion,  helping  in  this 
direction,  viz  ; — 

(1)  The  Health  Visitor. 

(2)  The  Sanitary  improvements  effected  in  and  around 

many  dwellings  under  the  Housing  Act. 

Miss  Edgeller,  the  Health  Visitor,  is  an  indefatigable  w’orker,  and 
in  numberless  cases  the  results  of  her  advice  have  been  plainly 
apparent.  Her  visits  have  been  much  appreciated  by  the  mothers, 
who  seem  genuinely  anxious  in  most  cases  to  profit  by  her  in- 
struction. The  “Talks  to  Mothers”  on  Thursday  afternoons,  when 
the  children  are  weighed  have  also  been  a success,  and  moreover  this 
arrangement  ensures  a definite  time  and  place  when  the  Health 
Visitor  can  always  be  found  if  a mother  should  want  to  see  her. 

The  following  is  an  epitome  of  IMiss  Edgeller’s  report  for  the 


year  : — 

Number  of  visits  : — 

Birth  enquiries  ...  ...  ...  ...  26-5 

lie-visits  under  N.B.A.  ...  ...  ...  2,566 

Supervisory  visits  after  one  year  ...  2!1 

Average  weeklj'  attendance  on  Thursday  afternoons — 13. 

Breast  fed  at  birth  ...  ...  ...  246 

Artificial!}^  fed  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

I’artly  breast,  partly  artificially  ...  5 

Artifically  fed  under  6 months  ...  113 


I thought  at  one  time  that  tliis  district  was  not  sufficiently  large 
for  the  employment  of  a whole  time  officer,  but  I am  quite  certain 
noAv  that  the  Health  Visitor  finds  her  time  fully  occupied,  and  her 
work  necessarily  increases  as  fresh  births  are  being  constantly  notified. 

HI. — Births. — 286  were  registered  during  the  year — 148  males 
and  138  females,  curiously  this  is  the  same  number  as  in  1911. 

The  Registrar-Heneral  has  forwarded  to  me  3 transferable  births, 
so  that  the  gross  Birth  Bate  is  24-55  per  1,000  of  estimated  popu- 
lation and  the  nett  24-81. 
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The  folloAviiig  is  the  Registrar-General’s  return  for  1912  : — • 


England 

and  ^Yales 

23-8 

95  great 

towns  ... 

24-9 

14G  smaller  towns  ...  ... 

23-8 

England 

and  ^Ya■les,  less  the  241  towns 

22-6 

London 

24-7 

1 have  again  to  record  a diuiinisliing  birth  I'ate,  though  it  is 
slightly  larger  than  that  of  the  country  as  a whole  ; as  I mentioned 
in  my  last  report  it  is  unusual  in  a district  of  this  description  to 
have  such  a low  birth  rate,  for  it  is  universally  accepted  that  high 
birth  rates  are  the  rule  in  all  coal  mining  and  manufacturing  districts, 
and  that  it  is  usually  in  residential  communities  that  low  birth  rates 
are  common.  I’he  average  of  the  Urban  Districts  in  the  County, 
according  to  the  County  Medical  Officer’s  report,  was  29-2  in  1911, 
and  of  rural  districts  21-2. 

Under  the  Notification  of  Dirths  Act  277  births  were  notified  to 
me,  IG  of  them  being  still-born  ; as  there  is  only  a difference  of  9 
between  the  births  actually  registered  and  those  notified  under  the 
Act,  the  regulatio)is  of  the  latter  have  been  well  complied  with  by 
the  medical  men  and  mid-wives  in  the  district.  There  were  13 
illegitimate  births,  or  a proportion  of  nearly  45  per  1,000  births. 
There  were  5 deaths,  which  means  a mortality  among  the  illegitimate 
children  of  384  per  1,000  birth.s,  compared  with  7G  for  the  legitimate. 
These  are  remarkable  figures,  and  show  an  appalling  state  of  things, 
for  this  difference  continues  year  after  year  and  cannot  be  due  to 
mere  coincidence.  Of  course  these  children  enter  the  w'orld  under 
very  disadvantageous  circumstances,  and  it  is  easy  to  believe  that 
they  are  not  wanted,  and  that  they  are  more  or  less  wilfully  neglected. 
These  cases  are  difficult  to  prove,  but  it  is  important  for  medical  men 
to  he  on  the  outlook  for  such  cases,  and  to  with-hold  the  certificate 
of  death  if  there  be  any  reasonable  ground  for  suspicion. 

IV. — Infectious  Diseases. — There  were  73  cases  notified  during 
the  year.  The  numbers  for  the  previous  five  3'ears  were  71,  51,  31, 
2.5,  41.  The  attack  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  is  G-26. 


The  following  were  the  diseases : — 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  27 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  24 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  17 

Erv'sipelas  ...  ...  ...  3 

Enteric  Fever  ...  ...  ...  2 
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le  monthly 

distribution  was 

as  follows  : — 

January 

. G Cases 

July 

0 Cases 

I’ebruary  .. 

. 11  „ 

August 

1 „ 

i\  larch 

4 ,, 

September  ... 

y „ 

April 

d ,, 

Detober 

May 

4 „ 

November 

y „ 

June 

11  „ 

December 

1 „ 

Table  II  shows  the  ai^-es  at  which  the,v  occui’red. 


'bhei'e  wei'e  IH  deaths,  \iz.  : — 

i\Ieasle.s  ...  ...  ...  ...  (5 

Diai'i'hcea  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

JJiphthei'ia  ...  ...  ...  'd 

\\  Jioopiug  Cough  ..  .. 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  1 


This  represents  a death  I'ate  of  Fot  per  1,0U0  of  the  population, 
whicli  is  slightly  lower  thaii  the  previous  year. 

Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 

1. — Enteric  or  Tjjpliuid  Fever. — Two  cases  were  notified  dming 
the  year,  one  in  i\Iarch  and  the  other  in  Septemlier.  I en(|iiired  care- 
fully into  the  cause  of  each  case,  hut  could  find  nothing  definite.  It 
is  very  often  impossible  to  trace  a cause  in  isolated  cases  like  these, 
when  the  disease  appears  in  epidemic  form  the  cause  is  usually  con- 
taminated milk  or  water,  lloth  these  cases  appeared  to  have  very 
mild  attacks,  and  both  recovered. 

If. — iJipltilieria.—  'Zi  cases  were  notified  as  compared  with  82  in 
the  previous  year.  The  disease  was  present  in  the  district  for  jiracti- 
cally  the  wdiole  of  the  year,  August  being  the  only  month  in  which 
a case  was  not  notified.  Diphtheria  appears  to  have  been  on  the 
increase  during  the  last  few  years,  but  this  may  be  jiartl}'  due  to  the 
fact  that  bacteriological  examinations  are  now  more  easily  obtained, 
and  a good  many  cases  are  recognised  as  Diphtlieria,  which  would 
previously  have  escaped  notice.  One  case  occurs  to  me  which  bears 
out  this  statement,  a child  whose  only  apparent  trouble  was  a slight 
discharge  from  the  nose  was  found  lyv  l.)acteriological  examination  to 
be  suffering  from  Diphtheria,  and  this  child  remained  infectious  for 
something  like  three  mouths;  without  this  scientific  examination  the 
disease  could  not  have  been  recognised,  and  tlie  child  would  probably 
liave  been  going  about  spreading  the  disea.se. 
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The  recognition  of  this  complaint  is  so  important  to  the  com- 
munity at  large,  that  I think  the  expense  of  the  examination  of 
doubtful  cases  such  as  the  above  should  be  borne  by  the  public,  and 
I ask  the  Council  to  consider  this  proposition. 


There  were  8 

deaths  from 

Diphtheria,  resulting  in  a fatality  of 

12-5  per  cent. ; the 

attack  rate 

per  1,000  of  the  population  was  2-06. 

The  following 

table  gives  the 

number 

of  cases  and  deaths  during 

the  last  few  years  : 

Cases. 

Deaths.  Fatality  per  cent. 

1903 

7 

1 

14-2 

1901 

...  23 

8 

34-7 

1905 

1 

1 

100- 

190G 

8 

2 

25- 

1907 

...  12 

1 

8’3 

1908 

...  12 

5 

4 1-7 

1909 

3 

0 

0- 

1910 

...  12 

0 

0- 

1911 

...  32 

4 

12-5 

1912 

...  24 

3 

12 -5 

It  will  be  seen  from  Table 

II  that 

the  majority  of  the  cases 

occurred  as  usual 

in  children 

of 

school 

age.  No  doubt  schools  are 

the  chief  means  by  which  the  disease  is  spread,  children  with  a mild 
unsuspected  attack  often  attending  and  imparting  the  complaint  to 
others.  Two  of  the  cases  were  sent  to  the  Sanatorium  ; one,  because 
an  immediate  operation  was  necessary  and  for  which  there  was  no 
convenience  at  home,  and  the  other,  because  milk  was  sold  from  the 
premises. 


ni. — Scarht  Fever. — 27  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified,  the 
majority  during  the  first  half  of  tlie  year.  Two  of  them  were  sent 
to  the  Basford  Sanatorium,  as  isolation  was  not  practicable  at  home ; 
one  of  these,  complicated  by  Diphtheria,  unfortunately  died. 


As  in  the  last  few  years  the  type  of  the  decease  was  mild,  with 
few  or  no  complications,  and  doubtless  this  fact  contributed  in  no 
small  degree  to  the  large  number  of  cases,  as  some  of  them  are  so 
mild  that  the  disease  is  not  recognised  by  the  parents  and  the  patients 
are  going  about  in  an  infectious  state. 

IV. — Erysipelas. — Three  cases  were  notified. 
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Y. — Puerperal  Fever. — No  cases  of  this  disease  have  been  notified 
in  this  district  since  1908.  This  is  a gratifying  occurrence  and  shows 
that  there  is  an  increasing  care  and  attention  given  to  the  parturient 
woman,  and  for  this  we  have  to  thank  the  Midwives  Act  of  1902, 
by  wliicli  no  woman  can  practise  as  a midwife  unless  she  be  certified, 
and,  moreover,  there  are  very  strict  rules  as  to  when  she  shall  send 
for  medical  help.  There  are  four  midwives  in  active  practice,  and 
several  women  who  act  as  monthly  nurses,  that  is,  they  only  look 
after  patients  when  a doctor  is  in  attendance.  The  midwives  are 
constantly  inspected  by  a lady  appointed  by  the  County  Council. 


VI. — Small  Fox. — There  were  no  cases  during  the  year.  I com- 
mented in  my  last  report  somewhat  freely  on  this  disease  and  its 
prevention — vaccination  and  re-vaccination — and  to  which  I refer 
anyone  interested  in  this  subject. 


I have  heard  it  suggested  that  the  Rushchffe  Hospital  for  bmall 
Pox  when  not  in  use  for  that  disease  siiould  be  utilized  for  other 
infectious  diseases.  I am  very  strongly  against  that  proposal,  which 
would  mean  that  there  would  be  no  immediate  isolation  of  the  first 
case  of  Small  Pox,  which  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  besides  the  in- 
convenience and  confusion  caused  by  sending  the  other  cases  back  to 


their  homes  and  the  possibility  of 
removed. 

VII. — Fubnonary  Tuberculosis 
eases  notified  and  8 deaths,  giving 
the  population. 

The  following  table  gives  the 
years,  showing  an  average  of  -90 

1902 

1908 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 


some  of  them  being  too  ill  to  be 

or  Consumption. — There  were  17 
a death  rate  of  '25  per  1,000  of 

death  rates  for  the  preceding  10 

1-12 

1-11 

•90 

1'23 

•68 

1-15 

H31 

•92 

•91 

•85 
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The  death  rate  from  other  Tuberculous  Diseases  is  -o  per  1,000, 
and  from  all  Tuberculous  Diseases  -To.  Since  January  1st,  1912,  all 
cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  have  been  notifiable,  whether  occurring 
in  public  institutions  or  private  practice.  The  Local  Government 
Board  have  since  issued  another  Order  by  which  all  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis are  to  be  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  from 
February  1st,  19  IB. 

The  eases  notified  were  : — 

9 by  private  practitioners. 

5 by  the  Hospital  Staff. 

3 by  the  Poor  Law  Medical  Officer. 

Five  of  these  have  had  part  of  their  treatment  in  the  General 
Hospital,  and  three  have  been  to  the  Sanatorium.  Great  attention 
has  of  late  been  paid  to  this  subject,  both  from  a curative  and  pre- 
ventative point  of  view.  It  is  now  generally  recognised  that  this 
disease  is  caused  by  overcrowding,  defective  ventilation  and  damp 
and  general  insanitary  conditions  in  houses.  Consumption  is  un- 
doubtedly an  infectious  disease,  and  the  sputum  is  the  main  agent 
for  the  conveyance  of  the  germ  from  man  to  man  ; for  the  prevention 
and  cure  of  the  disease  we  rely  mainly  on  an  abundance  of  fresh  air, 
with  rest,  good  food  and  graduated  exercise,  and  it  is  for  this  object 
that  Sanatoria  have  been  built,  not  only  as  a means  of  cure,  but  also 
on  account  of  their  educational  value  in  teaching  people  the  supreme 
importance  of  fresh  air  night  and  day. 

Unfortunateh’  Sanatorium  treatment  is  expensive,  and  quite  out 
of  the  reach  of  poor  people— the  very  people  for  whom  it  is  absolutely 
essential;  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  under  the  National  Insurance  Act 
this  method  of  treatment  will  soon  be  freely  available  in  this  county. 

The  chief  preventative  measures  are : — 

(1)  The  prevention  of  overcrowding. 

(2)  Efficient  ventilation  in  rooms  day  and  night. 

(3)  The  prevention  of  the  sale  of  milk  from  tuberculous 

cows. 

(4)  The  prevention  of  spitting  in  public  places. 

(.5)  The  destruction  by  fire  of  the  sputum  from  a con- 
sumptive patient. 
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Non  = Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 

VIII.  — Measles. — A few  cases  occurred  during  the  last  week  in 
April,  and  the  disease  became  epidemic  about  the  end  of  the  first 
week  in  May,  and  I advised  you  to  close  all  the  Infants’  Schools  for 
a fortnight.  The  disease  at  first  was  most  prevalent  amongst  the 
children  attending  the  Calverton  Uoad  School,  liut  afterwards  the 
High  Street  and  Daybrook  Schools  l)ecame  equally  affected.  The 
closing  of  an  Infants’  School  in  an  epidemic  of  iMeasles,  which  affects 
chiefly  young  children,  is  sometimes  quite  sufficient  to  check  the 
spread  of  the  disease,  and  it  ought  always  to  be  done  early  as  the 
mortality  is  very  great  in  young  children. 

Measles  is  a very  infectious  disease,  and  the  infection  begins  at 
the  onset  of  the  illness,  that  is,  four  days  before  the  rash  appears  and 
before  the  complaint  can  be  diagnosed ; therefore,  many  children 
often  attend  School  for  that  length  of  time  whilst  in  a highly  in- 
fections state,  the  first  symptoms  being  very  much  like  an  ordinary 
cold,  so  it  can  be  readily  understood  why  it  is  that  IMeasles  spread  so 
f[uickly. 

The  disease  rapidly  declined  about  the  beginning  of  -lune,  but  on 
the  Schools  re-opening  after  the  Whitsun  holidays,  it  was  found  that 
there  was  such  a large  decrease  in  the  attendance  of  the  children, 
that  it  was  thought  advisable  to  re-close  the  Schools  for  another 
fortnight.  The  disease  was  of  a moderately  severe  type,  and  there 
were  6 deaths,  all  from  lung  complications. 

IX.  — Whooping  Cough  was  somewhat  prevalent  during  .January, 
Feliruary  and  March,  though  hardly  sufficient  to  term  epidemic. 

X.  — Epidemic  Eiarrhcea. — The  cold  wet  summer  was  unfavour- 
able CO  the  spread  of  this  disease,  and  there  were  comparatively  only 
a few  cases.  Prompt  treatment  is  of  the  utmost  importance  in  this 
disease,  and  I am  glad  to  report  that  personally  I found  that  parents 
sought  medical  help  for  their  children  much  .sooner  than  in  former 
years,  and  I have  no  doubt  that  this  was  in  a great  measure  due  to 
the  advice  of  the  Health  Visitor,  who  was  able  on  her  visits  to  advise 
the  parents  as  to  the  necessity  of  obtaining  medical  treatment  in  the 
early  stage.  Until  we  abolish  the  privy  midden  system,  insist  on  the 
paving  with  impervious  material  of  house  yards,  and  educate  the 
population  as  to  the  prime  necessity  of  cleanliness  in  the  house  a,nd 
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with  respect  to  infants’  clothing  and  food,  wc  shall  continue  to  have 
the  infant  population  decimated  hy  epidemics  of  preventahle  diseases. 
It  is  true  that  many  houses  are  so  defective  and  insanitary  that  they 
cannot  he  kept  clean  and  healthy,  but  it  is  also  unfortunately  true 
that  a large  proportion  of  the  population,  however  healthy  the  house 
may  he  structurally,  lack  the  necessary  knoAvleilge  or  willingness  to 
keep  it  healthy  and  clean. 

XI. — Iiifluen.zd. — A few  cases  occurred  in  February,  but  the 
disease  was  of  a very  mild  character. 


Cancer. 

There  were  S deaths  from  Cancer;  the  figures  for  the  previous 
10  years  were  1.5,  13,  10,  7,  6,  7,  8,  5,  G,  8.  Progress  has  been 
made  and  is  being  made  by  the  Imperial  Cancer  Research  Fund  in 
the  investigation  and  cure  of  this  disease,  but  scientific  work  of  every 
kind,  and  especially  work  devoted  to  so  obscure  and  difficult  a problem, 
requires  years  of  minute  study  and  large  expenditure  before  definite 
results  can  he  obtained.  The  value  of  the  work  of  the  Fund  has 
been  shown  hy  the  number  of  distinguished  men  who  have  come  from 
all  parts  of  the  world  to  study  the  methods  of  research,  which  were 
in  progress  in  this  laboratory,  and  the  work  which  was  taking  place 
in  what  they  considered  was  par  excellence  the  leading  place  for 
Cancer  research. 


Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases. 

I have  received  73  notifications  during  tlie  year.  Tabulated  and 


compared  with  the  previous 

10  years. 

they 

are 

as  follows 

1912 

1911 

1910 

1909 

1908 

1907 

1900 

190-5 

1904 

190.4 

Small  Pox 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

24 

32 

12 

3 

12 

12 

8 

1 

23 

8 

Erysipelas 

3 

0 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

0 

2 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

27 

25 

38 

26 

7 

11 

50 

7 

2G 

89 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

2 

4 

0 

1 

3 

IG 

2 

5 

5 

6 

Puerperal  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

P ulmonary  T uberculosis 

17 

4 

Compulsory  notification  not 

m force. 

The  following  are  the  chief  methods  adopted  to  check  the  spread 
of  infectious  diseases  : — 
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(1)  Every  case  is  visited,  and  printed  instructions  are  left 

giving  the  best  means  of  preventing  the  disease  spread- 
ing, and  also  details  about  disinfection  of  the  room, 
hands,  &c. 

(2)  Enquiries  are  made  as  to  the  source  of  infection,  such 

as  previous  cases,  milk  supply,  &c. 

(3)  Other  children  in  the  house  are  forbidden  to  attend 

school. 

(4)  Outwork  is  prohiliited. 

(5)  Disinfectants  are  supplied  free. 

(6)  Disinfection  of  the  premises  when  infection  has  ceased. 

Disinfection. 

Disinfection  has,  as  usual,  been  carried  out  after  every  case  of 
infectious  disease.  The  method  adopted  in  this  district  is  hy  fumiga- 
tion with  Eoi'inaldehyde  gas  and  spraying  of  the  room  as  I have 
described  in  various  reports  ; this,  however,  cannot  be  relied  upon  to 
sterilize  bulky  articles,  such  as  mattresses,  Ac.  The  great  want,  of 
course,  is  a steam  disinfector  for  the  purifying  of  things  which 
cannot  be  boiled,  in  the  absence  of  which  a great  deal  depends  on 
the  good  sense  and  intelligence  of  the  hou.seholder. 

1 have,  however,  usually  been  able  to  get  instructions  carried  out 
after  fully  explaining  the  necessity,  and  this  is  shown  by  the  fact 
that  we  did  not  have  a single  case  occurring  in  a house  after  the 
disinfection.  'fhe  actual  disinfection  is  carried  out  by  Hudson  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  I have  again  to  report 
that  I consider  the  work  has  lieen  done  with  care  and  attention  to 
detail. 


Isolation  Hospital. 

The  arrangement  with  the  Dasford  Rural  District  Council,  by 
which  we  can  send  cases  of  Dijihtheria,  Scarlet  Fever  and  Enteric 
Fever  to  the  Sanatorium,  continues  to  work  well.  Four  cases,  two  of 
Diphtheria  and  two  of  Scarlet  I'ever,  were  sent  during  the  year  ; 
considering  that  we  had  51  cases  of  the  two  diseases  this  is  a small 
numlier,  hut  only  those  cases  were  sent  which  could  not  possibly  be 
isolated  at  home  oi'  for  other  urgent  reasons.  The  whole  expense  of 
one  of  these  patients  was  defrayed  by  the  parents,  and  ten  shillings  a 
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■week  Avere  guaranteed  for  another ; the  other  t'wo  were  too  poor  to 
eontribiite  anything.  There  were  others,  of  course,  which  it  would 
have  been  preferable  to  send  away,  and  it  has  not  ahvays  been  an 
easy  matter  to  refuse,  but  I have  usually  found  people  willing  to  put 
themselves  to  some  inconvenience  to  save  the  expense. 


Scavenging. 

This  important  work  is  done,  as  you  are  aware,  by  a contractor. 
Privy  middens  still  exist  in  the  majority  of  houses  in  this  district, 
and  no  Local  Authority  should  be  content  till  they  are  entirely 
abolished  and  the  Avater  carriage  system  substituted.  It  is  a Avork 
that  is  difficult  to  accomplish  in  a poor  neighbourhood,  but  every 
effort  should  be  made  to  accomplish  this  great  sanitary  reform. 

District  Councils  have  the  poAver,  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment  Act,  of  making  a monetary  grant  to  landlords  for  this 
purpose  up  to  half  the  cost,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  Avould 
be  money  AA'ell  spent.  There  are  about  1,230  privy  middens  Avhich 
cost  something  like  £850  a year  to  empty,  in  time  if  the  middens 
AA'ere  greatly  reduced  in  numbers  this  expense  could  be  materially 
lessened,  and  so  in  the  end  it  Avould  be  an  economical  thing  to  do. 

I cannot  say  that  I think  the  scavenging  has  been  done  quite  so 
Avell  as  in  former  years.  Complaints  have  been  made  that  the 
middens,  and  to  a less  degree  the  sanitary  tins,  have  not  been 
emptied  regularly.  The  contractor  tells  me  that  the  difficulty  in  getting- 
round  the  district  Avith  absolute  regularity  is  due  partly  to  the  different 
sizes  of  the  middens,  and  partly  to  the  fact  that  colliers,  Avho  use  a 
great  deal  of  coal,  get  theirs  full  much  sooner  than  the  ordinary 
householder,  so  that  he  is  constantly  getting  messages  to  empty  in 
differents  parts  of  the  district,  Avhich  take  him  out  of  his  regular 
route.  He  employs  8 men  and  uses  6 horses  for  the  AVork.  About 
(30  loads  of  night  soil  are  removed  Aveekly,  Avhicli  are  sold  or  exchanged 
to  farmers,  but  there  is  great  difficulty  in  getting  rid  of  the  material 
and  it  has  to  be  stored  in  one  of  the  contractor’s  fields  and  fetched 
from  there  when  wanted.  The  sanitary  tins  of  Avhich  there  are  about 
700  are  supposed  to  be  emptied  once  a week  and  their  contents 
aA'erage  about  20  loads.  The  closet  accommodation  at  the  end  of 
the  viar  was  approximately  as  folloAvs  : — 
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Number  of  privies,  fixed  receptacles  ...  1,230 

,,  moveable  ,,  ...  3-1 

Number  of  fresh  water  closets  ...  ...  601 

,,  waste  ,,  ...  ...  355 


The  closet  conversions  during  the  year  were : — 

Privies  with  fixed  receptacles  to  fresh  water  closets  22 
Privy  with  moveable  receptacle  to  fresh  water  closet  1 

Nuisances. 

The  only  complaints  1 have  lieard  of  have  l:)een  with  regard  to 
the  scavenging  already  referred  to. 

Overcrowding. 

A few  instances  came  to  the  Icnowledge  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  myself,  but  these  were  rectified  without  any  formal  notices  being 
served. 


Cowsheds. 

These  have  been  inspected  during  the  year  by  the  Sanitary  In- 
spector and  myself.  Speaking  generally  they  are  in  a far  better 
condition  than  formally ; much  has  l)e8n  done  under  the  Dairies, 
Cowsheds  and  IMilkshops  Order  during  the  last  two  years  to  get  them 
into  a sanitary  condition,  and  although  it  has  caused  a good  deal  of 
resentment  in  some  c|uarters,  yet  the  importance  of  the  subject 
justified  the  measures  taken. 

There  are  33  Cowsheds  on  the  register.  No  notices  were  served 
during  the  year,  but  there  are  still  three  owners  who  have  not  yet 
complied  with  the  order  issued  in  the  previous  year. 

I would  again  ask  you  to  consider  the  advisability  of  appointing 
a ^’eterinary  Surgeon  to  examine  all  the  cows  in  the  district  periodi- 
cally, say  twice  a year,  for  the  detection  of  Tuberculosis. 

It  can  be  taken  as  proved  that 

(n)  ITuman  Tuberculosis  is  identical  with  the  bovine  disease. 

(h)  Tuberculosis  may  be  communicated  to  man  by  infected 
cow’s  milk  and  by  Tuberculous  meati 
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Umlei'  these  circumstances  it  is  naturally  of  the  greatest  import- 
ance that  the  cows  should  be  certitied  free  from  any  taint  of  Tubercle, 
and  this  can  only  be  done  by  an  expert;  the  appointment  of 
^’eterinary  Inspectors  is  becoming  fairly  general  throughout  the 
country,  and  has  been  done  locally  in  several  districts  with  most 
beneficial  results,  Tuberculous  animals  having  been  detected  and 
destroyed. 

I fear  that  not  enough  attention  is  paid  to  the  cleansing  of  the 
cows,  the  udders  and  teats  should  be  washed  frequently  and  the 
hanks  and  tail  properly  brushed  and  cleansed;  the  hands  of  the 
milker  too  should  ahvays  be  washed  before  milking.  It  is  suprising 
what  a large  amount  of  ordinary  dirt  milk  often  contains,  most  of 
which  comes  from  the  cow’s  quarters  during  the  process  of  milking. 

So  far  as  I am  aware  there  are  no  dairies  in  the  district,  the 
milk  in  all  cases  being  delivered  direct  to  the  retailer  and  taken  by 
him  to  the  consumer. 


Slaughter  Houses. 

Systematic  inspections,  both  at  slaughtering  and  other  times,  have 
been  made  of  these  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself  during  the 
year.  There  are  seven  licensed.  I can  again  testify  to  their  general 
good  condition,  ventilation,  cleanliness  and  drainage — the  three  most 
important  points — being  well  attended  to. 

I had  to  draw  the  attention  of  an  owner  to  one  of  the  Bye  Laws, 
which  requires  the  slaughter  house  to  be  thoroughly  washed  and  cleaned 
within  three  hours  after  the  completion  of  the  slaughtering. 

The  condition  of  one  of  the  yards  is  not  in  a satisfactory  state, 
and  I trust  will  soon  be  put  into  a proper  state  of  repair. 

Mortuaries. 

A mortuary  is  very  much  needed  in  the  district.  It  is  very  in- 
convenient for  medical  men  to  have  to  make  post  mortem  examinations 
in  a private  house ; the  room  is  often  very  small  and  badly  lighted, 
and  it  can  easily  be  understood  that  a bedroom  or  a sitting  room  is 
quite  unsuited  for  the  purpose.  Moreover,  apart  from  this,  it  is  very 
harrowing  to  the  relatives  to  know  that  this  sort  of  thing  is  going  on 
in  an  adjoining  chamber. 
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I do  not  think  it  would  be  a very  expensive  outlay,  and  if  a site 
could  be  found  near  the  Puldic  Offices  it  would  be  a great  convenience 
to  the  Coroner  and  Jury. 

Housing’,  Town  Planning  Act,  I909. 

Systematic  inspections  of  bouses  have  been  made  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  myself  during  the  year,  and  full  details  of  the  conditions 
found  are  taken  at  the  time  of  inspection,  which  are  afterwards  trans- 
ferred to  the  official  records,  together  with  our  recommendations. 
These  recommendations  are  either  that  the  landlord  shall  have  notice 
to  execute  certain  repairs,  or  that  the  house  shall  be  closed  for  human 
habitation.  The  latter  is  proposed  when  the  house  generally  is  in 
such  a bad  condition  that  we  consider  it  unlit  for  people  to  live  in  ; 
the  landlord  can,  if  he  likes,  do  the  necessary  repairs  and  make  the 
house  habitable,  in  'which  case  the  closing  order  is  removed. 

It  is  not  always  easy  to  determine  which  is  the  proper  course 
to  pursue,  and  the  Act  gives  no  lead  in  this  matter,  it  is  left  entirely 
to  the  discretion  of  the  Local  Authority. 

Section  15,  sub-section  8,  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Council  to 
reijuire  the  landlord  to  execute  such  works  as  the  Council  specify  in 
the  notice  as  being  necessary  to  make  the  house  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation.  It  is  a somewhat  difficult  pro- 
blem to  define  exactly  what  is  meant  by  “reasonably  fit;”  it  is  easy 
to  conceive  that  what  one  would  expect  to  find  in  a highly  rented 
house  would  be  unfair  to  ask  a landlord  to  execute  in  a house  of  a 
rental  of  two  or  three  shillings  a week.  My  opinion  is  that  each  case 
should  be  treated  on  its  own  merits  and  that  it  is  impossible  to 
make  a hard  and  fast  rule,  I refer  of  course  to  details  concerning 
the  comfort  of  the  tenant  and  not  to  matters  essential  for  health.  If 
all  the  houses  in  the  district,  which  one  would  like  to  see  replaced 
by  better  ones,  were  ordered  to  be  closed,  the  housing  problem  would 
indeed  become  acute  owing  to  the  number  of  persons  dislodged,  who 
would  be  unable  to  find  other  houses  of  similar  rentals.  The  Medical 
Officer  is  asked  by  the  Local  Government  Board  to  give  in  tabular 
form  the  following  information  : — - 

Housc-s  inspected.  Certified  as  unlit  for  Number  of  closing'  orders 

Immau  habitation.  recommended  by  the  M.O.H. 

80  80 


200 
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Number  of  closing  orders 
made  by  the  Council. 


Number  of  houses 
remedied  without 
a closing  order. 


Number  of  houses  made 
fit  for  habitation  after 


closing  order. 


oO 


51 


1 


As  in  former  years  the  chief  defects  found  were  dampness,  due 
either  to  the  want  of  a damp  course  or  adequate  paving,  or  to  a 
dilapidated  roof  or  spouting,  defective  floors,  broken  down  stairs,  de- 
ficient light,  windows  not  made  to  open,  unpaved  yards,  and  middens 
in  a bad  state  of  repair.  There  are  a good  many  houses  in  rows 
which  have  no  doors  or  window  at  the  back,  so  that  there  is  no 
through  current  of  air  in  the  house,  which  becomes  stagnant  and 
dangerous  to  health. 

The  housing  accommotlation  throughout  the  district  is  sufficient, 
at  the  last  Census  there  were  236  empty  houses,  it  is  also  generally 
speaking  good,  though,  as  I said  in  my  last  Keport,  there  always  will 
be  tenants  who,  when  everything  has  been  done  by  the  Sanitary 
Authority  to  give  them  comfortable  and  healthy  homes,  will  relapse 
to  the  former  condition  of  dirt  and  untidiness. 

No  demolition  orders  have  been  made.  I think  some  of  the 
houses,  which  have  been  closed  for  a considerable  time,  and  which  are 
obviously  never  going  to  be  repaired,  might  with  advantage  be  pulled 
down,  they  are  useless  and  unsightly,  and  their  absence  would  afford 
more  light  and  ventilation  to  surrrounding  houses. 

Factories,  Workshops  and  Bakehouses. 

There  are  13  factories,  18  bakehouses,  and  ll  other  workshops 
on  the  register. 

They  have  all  been  inspected  during  the  year,  and  with  few  ex- 
ceptions found  to  be  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

Instructions  have  had  to  be  given  from  time  to  time  to  limewash 
more  frequenth'  and  to  attend  more  to  ventilation,  which  was  often 
defective,  not  only  because  the  windows  were  kept  constantly  shut,  but 
because  the  chimneys  were  blocked  up. 

Five  of  the  bakehouses  required  limewashing,  and  one  a new  floor, 
the  others  were  in  an  exceptionally  good  condition.  They  all  notv 
possess  registers  in  which  a record  has  to  be  kept  of  the  dates  of  lime- 
washing,  and  the  names  of  all  children  working  in  the  bakehouse  with 
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the  Certifying  Surgeon’s  Certificate  of  their  fitness  to  do  so.  They 
ilo  not  all  have  the  prescribed  abstract  of  tlie  Act  fixed  up  as  re- 
quired by  the  Factory  and  Worshop  Act.  There  is  one  underground 
bakehouse  with  Avhich  no  fault  could  he  found. 

Lists  representing  170  outworkers  have  been  received  from  the 
factories  in  the  district,  ami  in  o instances  homework  was  prohibited 
on  account  of  infectious  disease  in  the  house. 

I append  the  usual  Local  Government  Hoard’s  Tables,  together 
with  the  Report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances.  In  conclusion  I de- 
sire to  ex])ress  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  my 
sincere  thanks  for  tlie  unvarying  courtesy  and  consideration  which  I 
have  at  all  times  received  at  their  hands. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Youi'  obedient  servant, 

HARVEY  FRANCIS,  M.I)., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1912  and  previous  Years. 
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ARNOLD  DISTRICT. 

TABLE  II. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1912. 
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Isolation  Hospital  | Hucknall  Torkard  (Small-Pox  only). 

or  Hospitals  Basford  Sanatorium  (Scarlet  F'ever,  Diplitlieria,  etc. 

Sanatoria,  etc.  ) Notts.  Sanatorium  (Pulmonar}-  Tuberculosis). 
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ARNOLD  DISTRICT. 

TABLE  III. 

Causes  of,  and  ages  at  Death  during  Year  1912. 


Total 

NkTT  DeaTH.S  at  the  SITJIOIXED  AGES  OF  “ RESIDENTS,”  WHETHER 

LIeaths 

OCCURRING 

WITHIN 

OR  WITHOUT  THE  DISTRICT. 

WHETHER  OF 

‘ Residents  ’ 

C.\rsE  OF  Df.ath 

All 

Unl-i 

I and 

2 and 

3 ft'td 

I T and 

25  and 

45  and 

65  and 

OR  ‘ Non- 
residents ’ 

Ages 

1 

u nder 

2 

11  nder 

S 

under 

15 

under 

25 

under 

45 

under 

65 

up- 

wards 

IN  Institu- 
tions in  the 
District 

All  Causes — 

Certified 

Uncertified 

*3- 

26 

6 

16 

5 

2 

'4 

26 

37 

Enteric  Fever 
Small-Pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

6 

I 

2 

I 

I 

[ 

W hooping'  Cough 

3 

I 

2 

Diphtheria 

Influenza 

3 

2 

I 

Erysipelas 

Phthisis  (Pulmonarv 

Tuberculosis) 

Tuberculous 

3 

3 

I 

Meningitis 

4 

1 

3 

Other  Tuberculous 
Diseases 

Cancer,  ^lalignant 
Disease 

Rheumatic  Fever 

2 

S 

1 

3 

5 

I 

Meningitis 

Organic  Heart 

Disease 

Bronchitis 

16 

1 

3 

7 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 
Other  Diseases  of 

I.S 

2 

4 

3 

3 

3 

Respiratorv  Organs 

5 

I 

4 

Diarrhoea  & Enteritis 
Appendicitis  and 
Typhlitis 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 
Alcoholism 

Nephritis  & Bright's 

5 

1 

3 

1 

I 

1 

Disease 

4 

I 

I 

I 

I 

Puerperal  Fever 

Other  Accidents  and 

Diseases  of  Preg- 
nancv  & Parturition 

r 

I 

Congenital  Debilitv 

and  Malformation, 
including  Prema- 
ture Birth  . . 

1 2 

1 2 

Violent  Deaths,  ex- 

eluding  Suicide 

4 

I 

I 

I 

1 

Suicide 

Other  Defined 

2 

3 

Diseases 

Diseases  ill-defined  or 

36 

2 

I 

I 

I 

I 

4 

1 1 

'5 

unknown 

I 

I 

132 

26 

6 

t6 

5 

2 

14 

26 

37 
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ARNOLD  DISTRICT. 

TABLE  IV. 

Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1912. 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  various  Ages  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


Catsi'.  of  1')katii. 


.\U  ( Certified 

Causes  (Uncertified. 


Small- Pox 
Chicken-Pox  . . 
Measles 
Scarlet  Fever.  . 
Whooping  Cough 
Fiiphtheria 

Er3’sipelas 


Tu  be  rculous  Meningitis 
Abdominal 

Tuberculosis 
Other  Tuberculous 

Diseases 

Meningitis  (no/ 

Tiibcrculiins) 

Convulsions 

Larvngilis 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 


Dia  rrluea 
Enteritis 


Gastritis 
Sj'philis 
Rickets 
Suffocation,  overhung- 
Injurv  at  Birth 
Atelectasis 


Conge  nital 

Malformations 
Premature  Birth 
Atroph}’,  Debilit}', 

and  Marasmus 

Other  Causes . . 


Totals 


I 

'“1 

r 

r-' 

"T 

Total  under 

I Month 

r. 

Tr, 

f 

P; 

kO 

■f 

0 

\D 

f 

P: 

Total 
Deal  hs 
under 
One 
Vear 

3 

I 

13 

3 

2 

5 

3 

26 

I 

1 

I 

I 

5 

I 

I 

I 

1 

v3 

6 

6 

4 

I 

I 

1 

6 

I 

3 

I 

'3 

3 

2 

5 

3 

26 

Nett  Birlhs  in  the  year  ' Xett  Deaths  in  the  vear  ' I^egitimate  infants,  21. 


I Illegitimate,  13. 


I Illegitimate  infants,  5. 
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ARNOLD  DI5TRICT. 

Auiinal  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  for  the  year  1912  on  the 
administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  in  connection  with 
Factories.  ^Vo)^ksho2J■'<,  Workplaces  and  Homework. 

I.— INSPECTION. 


Including  Inspections  niiule  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises 

(11 

Number  of 

Inspections 

m 

Written 

Notices 

(3) 

Prosecutions 

(4) 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries) 

•26 

NN'orkshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries) 

108 

2 

NN'orkplaces  (other  than  the  Outworkers’  premises  in- 
cluded in  Part  3 of  this  lleport) 

Total 

131 

2 

2.~DEFECTS  found. 


No.  of  Defects. 

Number 

Particulars. 

(11 

Found 

(2) 

Itemed  ied 

(3) 

Keferred  to 
H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

of 

Prosecutions 

(5) 

Xiiwinccs  tiiuhr  the  L'lihUe  Health  Actx  : — 

Want  of  cleanliness 

4 

4 

Want  of  ventilation  . . 

3 

b 

Other  nuisances 

2 

2 

O/rciicf.'-  iintlir  the  Fuetonj  and  Worhshop  Act  : — 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements  for  bake- 
houses (ss.  97  to  100) 

Total  

9 

9 

HOME  WORK. 
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OUTWOBK  IN 
INFECTED 
PREMISES, 
SECTIONS  lOi),  110 

(oil  ‘OOT  suoipas)  g- 

suot{jno8so.ifj 

(on  'S)  s.i8p.io  S 

vr  . . 

saouiitsui 

iiti 

IC 

OUTWORK  IN 
UNWHOLESOME 
PREMISES, 
SECTION  108 

suoipioaso.ij  2 

paA.xas  500110]^  ^ 

saouxt^sui  ;i| 

OUTWORKERS’  LISTS,  SECTION  107 

ifi 

c 

o 

o 

q; 

CO 

p 

S^Sll  ^ 

pfias  o;  Cl, 

S}SI[  JO 

uoijoadsui  jittuad  ^ 
.10  daajf  oj  Suijni.ff 

•s^si^  Buipuas  JO 

Suid98>[  o'\  St?  s.iaidno  ^ 
-00  UO  P9A.T9S  saoiaojsl 

Lists  received  from  Employers 

Sending  once  in 
the  year 

Outworkers 

U9UI 

->[.toAV  - 

^ • <?! 

o 

-iloo  — 

CO 

Lists 

(5) 

r:  • ic 

X 

Sending  twice  in 
the  year 

Outworkers 

U9UI 

^.TOAV  — 

■M  • 

It- 

-uoo  — 

14 

3 

IT- 

Lists 

(2) 

O • X 

NATURE  OF  WORK 

(1) 

Wearing  apparel 

(1)  making,  etc. 

(2)  cleaning  and  washing 

Lftce,  lace  curtains  and  nets 

Total 

27 


4.— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 

Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

(1) 

Num- 

ber. 

(2) 

Bakehouses 

18 

Hosiery  . . 

13 

.Toiners,  Shoe  Repairers,  Ac.  . . 

31 

Total  number  of  workshops  on  Register 

62 

5.— OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class. 

(1) 


Num- 

ber. 

(2) 


Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (s.  133) 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  , Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  . 
H.M.  Inspector  as  remediable  under ' 

the  Public  Health  Acts,  but  not  under  ',  Keports  (of  action  taken)  sent 
the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (s.  5)  ' to  H.M.  Inspector 

Other 


Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101)  ; — 

Certificates  giauted  during  the  year 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  . . . . . . . . . . . , 1 


March  2jtli,  igij. 


Harvey  Francis, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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Arnold  Urban  District  Council. 


Inspector  of  Nuisances’  Annual  Report. 


( Ikntlejiex, 

I liavi'  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  lleport  of  inspections 
and  works  executed  during  the  year  ending  hist  December,  1912. 


Sewerage. 


stoneware  pipe  SLW\’ers  and  surface  water  drains  were  laid  in : — 


Mapperley  I’lains  Hoad  ... 

Across  Field,  Birklaiid  Axenue  to  Plains  Hoad 

Tennyson  Hoad 

Cowper  Hoad 

Kirke  White  Hoad 

Warwick  Avenue  ... 

Arnot  Ilill  Hoad  ... 

Across  Field,  Nottingham  Hoad  to  Arnot  Hill 
Hoad  ... 


877  yards. 
117  „ 


870 

710 

112 

1842 


278 


Total  length  8655 


Owing  to  the  laying-out  of  an  estate  for  building  purposes,  a 
portion  of  this  t'ouncirs  outfall  sewer,  400  yards  in  length,  near  to 
Nottingham  Road,  Rasford,  has  been  taken  up  by  the  Corporation  of 
Mottinghani,  and  a larger  sewer,  24  in.  diameter,  laid  in  its  place. 
'This  xvill  relieve  the  Council  from  the  responsibility  of  niamtaining 
a portion  of  its  outfall  sewer. 


The  working  of  the  old  and  iiexv  sexvers  has  been  exceedingly  good, 
'riiey  are  watertight,  ventilated,  and  self-cleansing,  lint  on  several 
occasions  have  been  oveitaxed  beyond  tbeir  discbarging  capacity, 
especially  so  on  the  28th  of  May  last,  when  the  outfall  sewer  in  Basfield 
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tielils  and  the  main  sewers  on  Nottingham  and  Mansfield  Roads  were 
full  up  to  the  road  level  and  overflowed  in  the  hack  yards  of  four 
houses  in  Front  Street,  causing  a considerable  inconvenience  to  the 
tenants  for  a short  time.  Considering  tliat  the  town  has  doubled  in 
population,  two  bleaching  works,  a large  laundry,  and  a brewery  have 
been  built  since  the  sewers  were  laid,  it  is  to  be  expected  that  occasion- 
ally inconvenience  will  occur.  Three  temporary  blockages  have 
occurred.  In  one  instance,  in  Cross  Street,  the  gully  in  tlie  liack  yard 
overflowod  and  sewage  flowed  through  the  house  into  the  street. 

To  prevent  heavy  surcharging,  two  storm  water  overflows  have 
been  constructed  to  relieve  Nottingham  and  ilansfield  Roads  sewers. 

Thirty-five  houses  have  been  connected  up  to  the  sewers  and  there 
are  still  2o  houses  not  connected,  Imt  at  20  of  these  the  work  will 
he  shortly  commenced. 

With  the  exception  of  a Idock  of  nine  houses  in  Woodthorpe 
Drive,  near  the  City  boundary,  the  District  is  ef'liciently  setvered  and 
drained. 

Scaven§;ing. 

The  removal  of  house  refuse  has  not  been  (piite  so  satisfactorily 
performed  by  the  contractor.  A better  system  of  collection  of  dry 
ashes  is  required.  With  unfailing  regularity  the  bins  should  be  emptied 
on  a certain  day  in  each  week,  and  not,  as  sometimes  occurs,  a day 
earlier  one  week  and  probably  a day  or  two  later  the  next  week'.  The 
dry  refuse  has  been  used  to  raise  an  occupation  road  called  Surgey’s 
Lane,  but  this  tip  will  soon  be  filled  up,  when  othei'  arrangements 
will  have  to  be  made  for  its  disposal. 

^ ery  slow  progress  is  being  made  with  the  conversion  of  midden 
privies  into  water  closets,  only  28  having  been  converted  during  the 
year.  The  inhabitants  generally  were  at  first  not  in  favour  of  con- 
version, but  on  better  acquaintance  now  prefer  a house  having  a proper 
water  closet. 

The  number  of  water  closets  in  the  Parish,  exclusive  of  those  in 
factories,  schools,  etc.,  is  601. 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 

The  whole  of  the  cowsheds  have  been  frequently  inspected  and 
found  to  be  kept  in  a fair  state  of  cleanliness.  In  four  cases  the 


30 


l)iiiklings  are  not  built  in  accordance  with  the  Ityelaws.  The  Sanitary 
Committee  have  visited  each  of  the  premises  and  confirmed  the  issue 
of  the  notice  in  each  case.  There  are  33  cow-keepers  and  32  purveyors 
of  milk  in  the  District.  There  are  no  dairies  or  milk  shops. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

The  seven  slaughter  houses  have  been  frecjuently  inspected.  The 
bad  floor  mentioned  in  the  last  report  has  been  taken  up  and  a blue 
brick  one  laid  in  its  place.  The  yard  paving  outside  several  of  the 
slaughter  houses  is  in  had  repair  and  requires  renewing. 

Bakehouses. 

The  IS  Bakehouses  are  in.spected  twice  yearly,  and  with  one 
exception  were  found  to  he  clean.  The  exception  was  the  walls  required 
lime-washing,  which  was  remedied  at  once  upon  the  occupier’s  attention 
being  drawn  to  the  necessity  for  it  being  done.  One  additional  bakery 
is  now  on  the  register  and  three  are  not  used. 

Outworkers. 

Thirty  lists  of  Outworkers  have  been  received  containing  199 
names ; 28  addresses  wei’e  of  Outworkers  residing  in  adjoining  districts 
and  to  which  the  usual  notice  was  forwarded.  Fifty-seven  addresses 
came  from  other  Local  Authorities,  and  12  lists  were  received  from 
firms  twice  during  the  year.  The  Insurance  Act  will  diminish  the 
number  of  outworkers  upon  the  books,  as  the  work  is  only  given  out 
to  persons  who  can  do  a certain  amount  of  work.  In  some  instances 
it  is  found  that  the  neighbours  of  an  outworker  will  help  her  to  get 
the  work  done  more  quickly. 

Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act. 

In  conjunction  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  206  hou.ses 
have  been  inspected  and  reported  upon  to  the  Housing  Committee 
during  the  year,  making  a total  of  305  since  the  C’ommittee  was 
formed.  Thirty  houses  have  l)een  closed  upon  the  certificate  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  ; 51  houses  have  been  put  in  order  and 
notices  complied  with,  and  the  remainder  have  not  been  put  in  order. 
In  several  instances  where  the  owners  have  failed  to  execute  the  repairs 
the  Committee  have  given  instructions  for  closing  notices  to  be  issued, 
and  these  will  shortly  be  served. 
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Owing  to  the  slight  amount  of  infectious  disease  prevalent  in 
the  district,  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  disinfect  so  many  houses. 
This  has  been  done  with  Formaldehyde  gas  or  by  spraying  the  walls 
with  a solution  of  the  same  disinfectant. 

As  in  former  years  a strong  non-poisouous  germicidial  has  been 
supplied  free  to  houses  where  illness  of  any  nature  occurs. 

Very  few  complaints  have  been  made  of  nuisances.  One  of  the 
chief  causes  was  the  keeping  of  pigs,  but  owing  to  dearness  of  food 
and  other  causes,  the  pig-sties  are  empty  and  are  becoming  dilapidated. 

The  scarcity  of  choked  drains  speaks  well  for  the  way  in  which 
the  pipes  have  been  laid,  and  to  some  extent  the  natural  contour  of 
the  district  is  favourable  to  gravitation. 

No  record  of  the  number  of  inspections  of  premises  has  been 
made,  other  than  under  the  Housing  Acts;  your  officer  in  visiting  the 
various  yards  and  terraces  could  make  figures  mean  little  or  much. 
Where  faults  are  found  personal  requests  are  made  to  rectify,  and  15 
legal  notices  only  ivere  served,  dealing  with  choked  drains,  dirty 
houses,  etc. 

No  persons  have  had  to  be  proceeded  against  during  the  year. 

Four  dirty  and  verminous  houses  were  fumigated,  cleansed  and 
limewashed. 

The  two  chief  needs  for  sanitary  improvement  are  the  abolition  of 
the  midden  privies  and  for  better  yard  paving.  In  the  latter  instance 
the  Council  should  adopt  sec.  23  of  the  Public  Health  Amendment 
Act,  1890,  which  empowers  them  to  make  bye-laws  for  the  paving  of 
yards  and  open  spaces  and  other  matters.  The  yards  which  are  common 
to  several  houses  should  be  divided  up,  proper  paths  made,  making- 
each  tenant  responsible  for  keeping  clean  their  own  portion. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  CLARKE, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances, 
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